AP U.S.  GOVERNMENT TERMS

Ch. 1 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

1) Democracy: a means of selecting policymakers and of organizing government so that policy represents and responds to the public’s preferences.
2) Elite and class theory: argues that society is divided along class lines and that an upper class elite rules on the basis of its wealth.

3) Government: institutions that make public policy for a society.

4) Gross domestic product: the total value of all goods and services produced annually by the United States.

5) Hyperpluralism: argues that too many strong influential groups cripple the government’s ability to make coherent policy by dividing government and its authority.

6) Linkage institutions: institutions such as parties, elections, interest groups, and the media, which provide a linkage between the preferences of citizens and the government’s policy agenda.

7) Majority rule: weighing the desires of the majority in choosing among policy alternatives.

8) Minority rights: protecting the rights and freedoms of the minority in choosing among policy alternatives.

9) Pluralist theory: argues that there are many centers of influence in which groups compete with one another for control over public policy through bargaining and compromise.

10) Policy agenda: the list of subjects or problems to which people inside and outside government are paying serious attention at any given time.

11) Policy gridlock: where each interest uses its influence to thwart policies it opposes so that no coalition forms a majority to establish policy.

12) Policy impacts: the effects a policy has on people and problems.

13) Policymaking institutions: institutions such as Congress, the presidency, and the courts established by the Constitution to make policy.

14) Policymaking system: institutions of government designed to respond to each other and to the priorities of the people by governmental action.

15) Political culture: an overall set of values widely shared within a society.

16) Political issue: this arises when people disagree about a problem or about public policy choices made to combat a problem.

17) Politics: determines whom we select as our government leaders and what policies they pursue; in other words, who gets what, when, and how.

18) Public goods: things that everyone can share.

19) Public policy: a choice that government makes in response to some issue on its agenda.

20) Representation: the relationship between the leaders and the followers.

Ch. 2 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

21) Anti-Federalists: opposed the new Constitution, feared the new Constitution would erode fundamental liberties, and argued that the new Constitution was a class-based document serving the economic elite.

22) Articles of Confederation: the document that outlined the voluntary agreement between states and was adopted as the first plan for a permanent union of the United States.

23) Bill of Rights: the first ten Amendments to the Constitution passed after ratification specifically protecting individual liberties to fulfill promises made by the Federalists to the Anti-Federalists in return for their support.

24) Checks and balances: each branch requires the consent of the others for many of its

decisions.

25) Connecticut Compromise: the plan adopted at the Constitutional Convention to provide for two chambers in Congress, one representing states equally and the other representing states on the basis of their share of the population.

26) Consent of the governed: people must agree on who their rulers will be.

27) Constitution: a nation’s basic law creating institutions, dividing power, and providing guarantees to citizens.

28) Declaration of Independence: the document used by the signers to announce and justify the Revolutionary War and which was specifically designed to enlist the aid of foreign nations in the revolt.

29) Equal Rights Amendment: was first proposed in 1923, passed by Congress in 1972, but was not ratified by three-fourths of the states; this amendment mandated equality of rights under the law regardless of gender.

30) Factions: groups of people, currently known as political parties or interest groups, who arise as a result of unequal distribution of wealth to seize the reins of government in their own interest.

31) Federalist Papers: articles written to convince others to support the new constitution.

32) Federalists: argued for ratification of the Constitution by writing the Federalist Papers; included Madison, Hamilton, and Jay.

33) Judicial review: the courts have the power to decide whether the actions of the legislative and executive branches of state and national governments are in accordance with the Constitution.

34) Limited government: clear restrictions on what rulers could do; this safeguards natural rights.

35) Marbury v. Madison: Judicial review was established in this 1803 Supreme Court case.

36) Natural rights: these are rights to which people are entitled by natural law, including life, liberty, and property.

37) New Jersey Plan: a plan by some of the delegates to the Constitutional Convention to provide each state with equal representation in Congress.

38) Republic: a system based on the consent of the governed where power is exercised by representatives of the public.

39) Separation of powers: each branch of government would be independent of the others.

40) Shays’ Rebellion: a series of armed attacks on courthouses to prevent judges from foreclosing on farms.

41) U.S. Constitution: the document where the foundations of U.S. government are written, providing for national institutions that each have separate but not absolute powers.

42) Virginia Plan: a plan by some of the delegates to the Constitutional Convention to provide each state with a share of congressional seats based on its share of the population.

43) Writ of habeas corpus: this enables people who are detained by authorities to secure an immediate inquiry and reasons why they have been detained.

Ch. 3 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

44) Block grants: broad program grants given more or less automatically to states and communities, which exercise discretion in how the money is spent.

45) Categorical grants: grants that can be used only for specific purposes or categories of state and local spending.

46) Cooperative federalism: where state and the national government responsibilities are mingled and blurred like a marble cake; powers and policies are shared.

47) Devolution: transferring responsibility for policies from the federal government to state and local governments.

48) Dual federalism: where states and the national government each remain supreme within their own spheres of power, much like a layer cake.

49) Elastic clause: the statement in the Constitution which says that Congress has the power to make all laws necessary and proper for carrying out its duties.

50) Enumerated powers: powers of Congress found in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

51) Extradition: the Constitution requires each state to return a person charged with a crime in another state to that state for trial or imprisonment.

52) Federalism: a system of shared power between two or more levels of government.

53) Fiscal federalism: the pattern of spending, taxing, and providing grants in the federal system.

54) Formula grants: a type of categorical grant where states and local governments do not apply for a grant but are given funds on the basis of a formula.

55) Full faith and credit: Article IV of the Constitution requires states to provide reciprocity toward other states’ public acts, records, and civil judicial proceedings.

56) Gibbons v. Ogden: the 1824 Supreme Court case which further expanded Congress’ power to regulate interstate and international commerce by defining commerce very broadly to incorporate every form of commercial activity.

57) Implied powers: powers beyond Congress’ enumerated powers that ensure that it can carry out its duties.

58) Intergovernmental relations: the term used to describe the entire set of interactions among national, state, and local governments.

59) McCulloch v. Maryland: the 1819 Supreme Court case, which established the supremacy of the national government over the states, included both enumerated and implied powers of Congress.

60) Privileges and immunities: the Constitution prohibits states from discriminating against citizens of other states.

61) Project grant: categorical grants awarded on the basis of competitive applications.

62) Supremacy clause: Article VI of the Constitution states that the supreme law of the land is the Constitution, the laws of the national government, and treaties.

63) Tenth Amendment: specifies that powers not delegated to the national government are

reserved for the state government or the people.

64) Unitary government: a system where all power resides in the central government.

65) United States v. Lopez (1995): Congress had used the Commerce Clause to aggressively create legislation governing what seemed to be purely local matters.  Here, the Court does not give Congress the power to regulate guns near state-operated schools.
Ch. 4 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

66) Bill of Rights: the first ten amendments to the Constitution.

67) Civil Liberties: legal and constitutional protections against government infringement of political liberties and criminal rights.

68) Commercial Speech: communication in the form of advertising.

69) Cruel and unusual punishment: Eighth Amendment prohibits such punishment.

70) Eighth Amendment: forbids cruel and unusual punishment, although it does not define this phrase.

71) Establishment clause: First Amendment prohibits government from establishing a religion; is the basis for separation of church and state.

72) Exclusionary rule: prohibits government from including illegally obtained evidence in a trial.

73) Fifth Amendment: prohibits government from forcing individuals to testify against themselves.

74) First Amendment: establishes freedom of religion, press, speech, and assembly.

75) Fourteenth Amendment: prohibits states from denying equal protection of the laws.

76) Free exercise clause: government is prohibited in the First Amendment from interfering in the practice of religion.

77) Incorporation Doctrine: legal concept under which the Supreme Court has nationalized the Bill of Rights by making most of its provisions applicable to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment Due Process Clause.

78) Libel: publication of false or malicious statements that damage someone’s reputation.

79) Plea bargaining: an actual bargain struck between the defendant’s lawyer and the prosecutor to the effect that the defendant will plead guilty to a lesser crime (or fewer crimes) in exchange for the state’s promise not to prosecute the defendant for a more serious (or additional) crime.

80) Prior restraint: government instrument to prevent material from being published.

81) Probable cause: police must have a good reason (articulated facts that amount to more than reasonable suspicion) to arrest or search someone.  Exceptions to the probable cause or warrant requirement to search include consent, good faith, exigent circumstances, inevitable discovery, plain view, hot pursuit, Terry frisk (lunge rule), and inventory search.

82) Right to privacy: a contrived right from unstated liberties in the Bill of Rights.

83) Search warrant: written authorization from a court specifying the area to be searched and what the police are searching for.

84) Self-incrimination: testifying against oneself.

85) Sixth Amendment: designed to protect individuals accused of crimes; includes the right to counsel, the right to confront witnesses, and the right to a speedy and public trial.

86) Symbolic Speech: political actions instead of words.

87) Unreasonable searches and seizures: obtaining evidence without a good reason.

Ch. 4 KEY CASES

88) Barron v. Baltimore (1833) - Incorporation doctrine; The Bill of Rights only applied to actions by the federal government, not the states.

89) Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire (1942) - Freedom of speech; “Fighting words” that are likely to provoke a hostile response are not protected under the First Amendment.

90) Engel v. Vitale (1962) - Establishment Clause; Requiring the recitation of a nonsectarian, government sponsored prayer in the public school violates the principle of the separation of church and state. Ban on prayer in the public schools.

91) Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) - Sixth Amendment; The right to counsel is fundamental to a fair trial. The state must provide an attorney to poor defendants charged with a felony. The Sixth Amendment applies to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment.

92) Gitlow v. New York (1925) - Freedom of speech; The First Amendment freedom-of-speech protection is incorporated/applied to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment. This is known as the incorporation doctrine.

93) Gregg v. Georgia (1976) - Eighth Amendment; Upheld the death sentence of a person convicted of a double murder, pointing out that capital punishment per se is not unconstitutional.

94) Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) – the Court held A Connecticut law criminalizing the use of contraceptives violated the right to marital privacy.  The Constitution never explicitly grants Americans a right to privacy, but the Court discovers one in this landmark case and controversial case.  Justice Douglas noted that amendments like the Third, Fourth, and Ninth all cast “penumbras and emanations” which showed that the Founders really had intended for a right to privacy all along.

95) Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971) - Establishment Clause; When a law or state action involves religion, it must have a secular purpose. It cannot advance or inhibit religion, or excessively entangle the government with religion. This became known as the Lemon Test.

96) Mapp v. Ohio (1961) - Fourth Amendment; Evidence that is seized illegally cannot be used as evidence in court. The exclusionary rule is applied to the states.

97) McCleskey v. Kemp (1987) – Eighth Amendment; court refused to find the death penalty cruel and unusual punishment or in violation of the equal protection clause of the 14th amendment on the grounds that minority defendants were more likely to receive the death penalty.

98) Miami Herald Publishing Co. v. Tornillo (1974) - Freedom of Speech; Freedom of the Press; The Court overturned a Florida state law requiring newspapers to allow equal access to political candidates in the case of a political editorial or endorsement content.

99) Miller v. California (1973) – Freedom of Speech; Freedom of the Press; the government can restrict the publication of obscene materials by applying the 3-part test:  1. Does the work taken as a whole appeal solely to the prurient interest; 2. Does it depict an unlawful sexual act; 3. Does the work have no redeeming literary, artistic, or scientific value.

100) Miranda v. Arizona (1966) - Fifth Amendment; Prior to questioning by the police, a person in custody must be informed of the following: his or her constitutional right to remain silent, that anything said can be used against him or her, that he or she has a right to have an attorney present during questioning, and that he or she has the right to have an attorney appointed if he or she cannot afford one. This became known as the Miranda warning.

101) NAACP v. Alabama (1954) – First Amendment; the court held  that the NAACP did not have to reveal its membership list & thus subject its members to harassment; upholds the right to associate with people who share a common interest.

102) Near v. Minnesota (1931) - First Amendment; the court found that newspapers are protected from prior restraint; however, the paper can be charged with libel after the fact.

103) New York Times v. Sullivan (1964) - First Amendment; newspapers are not subject to prior restraint even in cases involving national security – only in the cases of most serious national security would the Court allow it.

104) Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992) – Privacy Rights; the court agreed to allow states to further regulate the use of abortions – regulations must pass a test of “does it create an undue burden” rather than the strict scrutiny test; allowed 24 hr. mandatory waiting period, parental consent, etc.

105) Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v. Federal Communications Commission (1969) – First Amendment Freedom of Speech; the court upheld restrictions on radio & TV (a law that required broadcast stations but not newspapers to provide air time to political candidates) on the grounds that only a limited number of broadcast frequencies are available.

106) Roe v. Wade (1973) – Right to Privacy; Women have an absolute right to an abortion in the first trimester of pregnancy based on a constitutionally protected right to privacy. The state can impose restrictions in the second and third trimesters.

107) Roth v. United States (1957) - Freedom of Speech, Freedom of the Press; Obscenity is not protected under the First Amendment. The decision recognized the validity of community standards in a test to determine if materials were obscene.
108) Schenck v. United States (1919) - Freedom of speech; Freedom of speech is not absolute. The decision established the clear-and-present-danger test as a constitutional restriction of free speech; you cannot yell “Fire!” in a crowded theater.
109) School District of Abington Township, Pennsylvania v. Schempp (1963) - Establishment Clause; Held unconstitutional a state law requiring the school day to begin with reading a biblical passage and reciting the Lord’s Prayer.
110) Texas v. Johnson (1989) – Freedom of Speech; The burning of the American flag is symbolic speech and is protected under the First Amendment.
111) Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969) - Freedom of speech; The wearing of armbands by students to protest the war in Vietnam is protected speech and cannot be prohibited by school officials. Students do not give up their constitutional rights at the schoolhouse door.
112) Zelman v. Simmons-Harris (2002) – Establishment clause; the Court upheld an Ohio school voucher plan.
113) Zurcher v. Stanford (1976) – Fourth amendment; The search of a newsroom does not violate the Fourth Amendment.

Ch. 5 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

114) Affirmative action: a policy designed to give special consideration to those previously discriminated against.

115) Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990: federal mandate that strengthened protections of individuals with disabilities by requiring employers and public facilities to make “reasonable accommodations” and prohibiting employment discrimination against people with disabilities.

116) Civil rights: extending citizenship rights to participate to those previously denied them.

117) Civil Rights Act of 1964: forbids discrimination in public accommodations and facilities.

118) Comparable worth: equal pay for equal worth.

119) Equal protection of the laws: provided by the Fourteenth Amendment mandating that all people be protected by the law.

120) Equal Rights Amendment: proposal (never ratified) that equality of rights under the law not be denied on the account of sex.

121) Fifteenth Amendment: provides the right to vote for Blacks.

122) Fourteenth Amendment: prohibits states from denying equal protection of the laws.

123) Nineteenth Amendment: provides women with the right to vote.

124) Poll Taxes: taxes levied on the right to vote designed to hurt poor Blacks.

125) Suffrage: the legal right to vote.

126) Thirteenth Amendment: abolished slavery and involuntary servitude.

127) Twenty-fourth Amendment: prohibited poll taxes in federal elections.

128) Voting Rights Act of 1965: a policy designed to reduce the barriers to voting for those suffering discrimination.

129) White Primary: practice allowing only Whites to vote in primaries.

Ch. 5 KEY CASES

130) Adarand Constructors v. Pena (1995) - Affirmative action; Affirmative-action programs that give preference to minorities must respond to specific past instances of discrimination and not simply historical discrimination. A limit on affirmative action.

131) Brown v. Board of Education (1954) - De jure segregation; The “separate but equal” doctrine as it applies to public education is unconstitutional; separate schools are inherently unequal.
132) Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenberg County School (1971) - court upheld (but did not require) the use of busing in public schools to achieve desegregation.

133) Craig v. Boren (1976) - Fourteenth Amendment; To be valid, classifications based on gender must serve an important government objective and must be related to those objectives. This is known as heightened scrutiny.
134) Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) - Slavery, property rights; African Americans were not citizens of the United States, and Scott had no right to sue. The Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional. Slaves were property and protected as such under the Constitution.

135) Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) – the Court held that colleges can continue to use race as long as they find less explicit ways to do so than the University of Michigan's undergraduate program, which rewarded minority applicants 20 points on a 100 point scale in the admission process.  The Court said that Michigan's goal of a "critical mass" of minorities to ensure diversity was important enough to justify the use of race in admissions.

136) Hernandez v. Texas (1954) – 14th Amendment Equal Protection Clause; the Court unanimously ruled in favor of Hernandez, and required he be retried with a jury composed without regard to ethnicity. The Court held that the Fourteenth Amendment protects those beyond the racial classes of white or African American, and extends to other racial groups, such as Mexican American in this case.
137) Korematsu v. United States (1944) – Fourteenth Amendment Equal Protection Clause; This Court ruled that American citizens of Japanese descent could be interned and deprived of basic constitutional rights due to executive order.

138) Lawrence v. Texas (2003) - court throws out a Texas law that prohibited private homosexual conduct; court  found petitioners court based its ruling on a belief in “a realm of personal liberty which the govt. may not enter” and held the petitioners “are entitled to respect for their private lives”.

139) Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) - Fourteenth Amendment; Segregation by race is constitutional provided the facilities are equal. This is known as the “separate but equal” doctrine.

140) Reed v. Reed (1971) – Fourteenth Amendment; Administrators of estates cannot be named in a way that discriminates between sexes.

141) Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978) - Affirmative action; Setting up a rigid quota system for admission to medical school is prohibited, but race can be taken into account in the admissions process because the goal of a diverse student body is valid. The case dealt with the issue of reverse discrimination.

142) Santa Clara Pueblo v. Martinez (1978) - the Court strengthened the tribal power of individual tribe members and furthered self-government by Indian tribes.

143) Title IX of Education Act of 1972: forbids gender discrimination in public schools and federally subsidized private schools (including athletic programs)

Ch. 6 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

144) Census: a count of the American population conducted every ten years.

145) Civil disobedience: a form of unconventional participation designed to consciously break a law thought to be unjust.

146) Demography: the science of human populations.

147) Exit poll: a poll taken at randomly selected polling places after the citizens have placed their votes.

148) Gender gap: a consistent attitudinal pattern where women are more likely than men to express liberal attitudes and to support Democratic candidates.

149) Melting pot: the mixture of cultures, ideas, and peoples in the United States.

150) Minority majority: a reference to the impending status of White, Anglo-Saxon Americans, currently holding majority status.

151) Political ideology: a coherent set of values and beliefs about public policy.

152) Political participation: the activities used by citizens to influence political outcomes.

153) Political socialization: the process by which citizens acquire their knowledge, feelings, and evaluations of the political world.

154) Protest: a form of political participation designed to change policy through unconventional tactics.

155) Public opinion: the distribution of the population’s beliefs about politics and issues.

156) Random digit dialing: phone numbers are dialed at random around the country.

157) Random sampling: a polling technique which is based on the principle that everyone has an equal probability of being selected as part of the sample.

158) Reapportionment: the reallocation of 435 seats in the House of Representatives based on changes in residency and population found in the census.

159) Redistricting: After the census is taken every ten years, each state must redraw its congressional boundaries to ensure that each district is equal in population.  Congressional redistricting is done by each state’s legislature.  Therefore, the political party in control of the state legislature controls how the districts are drawn.

160) Sample: a small proportion of the population chosen as representative of the whole population.

161) Sampling error: the level of confidence involved in a sample result—the level is dependent on the size of the sample.

162) Shaw v. Reno (1993) and Miller v. Johnson (1995): Race cannot be the sole or predominant factor in redrawing legislative district boundaries.

163) Wesberry v. Sanders (1963):  the Court ordered House districts to be near equal as possible – enshrined the principle of “one man one vote”.

Ch. 7 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

164) Beats: specific locations where news frequently occurs.

165) Broadcast media: one of two kinds of media, includes television and radio.

166) Chains: media conglomerates that control a large percentage of daily newspaper circulation and some television and radio stations as well.

167) High-tech politics: politics where technology has shaped political behavior and the political agenda.

168) Investigative journalism: the use of detective-like reporting methods to unearth scandals.

169) Mass media: media which reaches and influences both elites and the masses.

170) Media event: an event staged primarily for the purpose of being covered.

171) Narrowcasting: strategy of some broadcast channels that appeal to a narrow, rather than a broad, audience.

172) Policy agenda: the list of subjects or problems to which government officials and people outside of government closely associated with those officials are paying some serious attention at any given time.

173) Policy entrepreneurs: political activists who invest their political capital in an issue.

174) Press conferences: presidential meetings with the press.

175) Print media: one of two kinds of media, includes newspapers and magazines.

176) Sound bites: a portion of a speech aired on TV of fifteen seconds or less.

177) Talking head: a shot of a person’s face talking directly into the camera.

178) Trial balloons: information leaked to the media to see what the political reaction will be.

Ch. 8 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

179) Blanket primaries: nomination contests where voters are presented with a list of the candidates from all the parties and allows them to pick candidates from all parties.

180) Coalition: a set of individuals and groups supporting a political party.

181) Coalition governments: governments where smaller parties combine with larger parties to control half of the seats in the legislature.

182) Closed primaries: nomination contests where only people who have registered in advance with the party can vote.

183) Critical election: an election where each party’s coalition of support begins to break up and a new coalition of forces is formed for each party.

184) Linkage institutions: institutions such as parties, elections, interest groups, and the media translate inputs from the public into outputs from policymakers.

185) National chairperson: the person responsible for taking care of the day-to-day activities and daily duties of the party.

186) National committee: a coalition of representatives from the states and territories charged with maintaining the party between elections.

187) National convention: the supreme power within each party, which meets every four years, writes the party platform, and nominates candidates for president and vice president.

188) New Deal coalition: the new coalition of forces (urban, unions, Catholics, Jews, the poor, southerners, African Americans, and intellectuals) in the Democratic party that was forged as a result of national economic crisis associated with the Great Depression.

189) Open primaries: nomination contests where voters can decide on election day whether they want to participate in the Democratic or Republican contest.

190) Party competition: the battle between the two dominant parties in the American system.

191) Party dealignment: when voters move away from both parties.

192) Party eras: periods during which there has been a dominant majority party for long periods of time.

193) Party identification: the self-proclaimed preference for one or the other party.

194) Party image: what voters know or think they know about what each party stands for.

195) Party machine: a particular kind of party organization that depends on both specific and material inducements for rewarding loyal party members.

196) Party realignment: process whereby the major political parties form new support coalitions that endure for a long period.

197) Patronage: one of the key inducements used by machines whereby jobs are given for political reasons rather than for merit or competence alone.

198) Political party: a team of men and women seeking to control the governing apparatus by gaining office in a duly constituted election.

199) Proportional representation: an electoral system where legislative seats are allocated on the basis of each party’s percentage of the national vote.

200) Rational-choice theory: a theory that seeks to explain political processes and outcomes as consequences of purposive behavior, where political actors are assumed to have goals and who pursue those goals rationally.

201) Responsible party model: an ideal model of party organization recommending that parties provide distinct programs, encourage candidates to be committed to the party platform, intend to implement their programs, and accept responsibility for the performance of government.

202) Third parties: minor parties which either promote narrow ideological issues or are splinter groups from the major parties.

203) Ticket-splitting: voting with one party for one office and another for other offices.

204) Winner-take-all system: an electoral system where whoever gets the most votes wins the election.

Ch. 9 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

205) 527 groups: independent groups that seek to influence the political process but are not subject to contribution restrictions because they do not directly advocate the election of a particular candidate.

206) Campaign strategy: the way candidates use scarce resources to achieve the nomination or win office.

207) Caucus: a meeting to determine which candidate delegates from a state party will support.

208) Civic duty: a belief in the obligation to vote.

209) Electoral college: the institution designated in the Constitution whereby a body of electors selects the president and vice president.

210) Federal Election Campaign Act: 1974 legislation designed to regulate campaign contributions and limit campaign expenditures.

211) Federal Election Commission (FEC): A bipartisan body charged with administering campaign finance laws.

212) Frontloading: states’ decisions to move their presidential primaries and caucuses to earlier in the nomination season in order to capitalize on media attention.

213) Mandate theory of elections: the belief that the election winner has a mandate to implement policy promises.

214) Matching funds: money provided to qualifying presidential candidates from the Presidential Election Campaign Fund, the amount of which is determined by the amount of contributions raised by the candidate.

215) McGovern-Fraser Commission: a committee in the Democratic Party charged with recommending changes in party rules to promote more representation of women and minorities in the delegate selection process.

216) Motor Voter Act: this legislation requires states to let people register to vote at the same time they apply for a driver’s license.

217) National party convention: a meeting of the delegates from each state to determine the party’s nominee for president.

218) National primary: a proposal by critics of the caucuses and presidential primaries systems who would replace these electoral methods with a nationwide primary held early in the election year.

219) Nomination: a party’s official endorsement of a candidate for office.

220) Policy voting: occurs when people base their choices on how close a candidate’s issues positions are to their own issue preferences.

221) Political Action Committee (PAC): a legal entity formed expressly for the purpose of contributing money to candidates and influencing electoral outcomes.

222) Political efficacy: the belief that ordinary people can influence government.

223) Presidential Election Campaign Fund: money from the $3 federal income tax check-off goes into this fund, which is then distributed to qualified candidates to subsidize their presidential campaigns.

224) Presidential primaries: a state-level election to determine which candidate the state’s delegates will support.

225) Regional primaries: a proposal by critics of the caucuses and presidential primaries to replace these electoral methods with a series of primaries held in each geographic region.

226) Selective perception: the act of paying the most attention to things that one already agrees with or has a predisposition towards.

227) Soft money: money raised by political parties for voter registration drives and the distribution of campaign material at the grass roots level, now banned at the national level by the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (2002), often known as the McCain- Feingold Bill.
228) Suffrage: the legal right to vote.

229) Superdelegates: delegates to the Democratic Party’s national convention who obtain their seats on the basis of their positions within the party structure.

230) Voter registration: a requirement that citizens register to vote before the election is held.

Ch. 10 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

231) Actual group: a group composed of those in the potential group who are members of the interest group.

232) Amicus curiae briefs: “friend of the court” briefs filed by interest groups to inform the court of their position and to state how their welfare would be affected by a ruling.

233) Class action lawsuits: a technique used by interest groups which allows groups of people with similar complaints to combine their grievances into a single suit.

234) Collective good: something of value which cannot be withheld from individuals in the potential group.

235) Electioneering: helping sympathetic candidates get into office.

236) Elite theory: argues that because only a few groups have enough power to influence policy, power is concentrated into a few interlocking power centers.

237) Free-rider problem: a situation where individuals let others work to secure a collective good and then enjoy the benefit without contributing anything to the group effort.

238) Hyperpluralist theory: argues that too many groups are getting what they want at the expense of the unrepresented and that this behavior leads to incoherent public policy.

239) Interest groups: organizations where people with similar policy goals enter the political process to achieve those goals.

240) Lobbying: a communication by someone other than a citizen acting on his or her own behalf, directed to a governmental decision maker with the hope of influencing his or her decision.

241) Olson’s law of large groups: suggests that the larger the group, the more difficult it will be to secure enough of the collective good to encourage participation.

242) Pluralist theory: argues that interest group activities provide additional representation and compete against each other to influence political outcomes.

243) Political action committees: a legal means for groups to participate in elections by contributing money.

244) Potential group: a group composed of all people who share some common interest.

245) Public interest lobbies: organizations that seek a collective good which does not only benefit their membership.

246) Right-to-work law: a state law that forbids the requirement of union membership as a condition of employment.

247) Selective benefits: these benefits are goods that a group can restrict to those who are members.

248) Single-issue groups: groups which have very narrow interests, shun compromise, and single-mindedly pursue goals.

249) Sub-governments: exclusive relationships composed of interest groups leaders, government agency personnel, and members of congressional committees who perform mutually beneficial services for each other at the public’s expense.

250) Union shop: a rule established to prevent free-riders by requiring new employees to join the union where one has been granted bargaining rights.

Ch. 11 KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS

251) Bicameral legislature: a legislature that is divided into two chambers.

252) Bill: a proposed law, drafted in precise, legal language.

253) Casework: helping constituents as individuals cut through bureaucratic red tape to receive

their rightful benefits.

254) Caucus: a grouping of members of Congress sharing some interest or characteristic.

255) Committee chairs: the most important influences on the congressional agenda; they

schedule hearings, hire staff, appoint subcommittees, and manage committee bills.

256) Conference committee: a special committee formed when each chamber passes a bill in

different forms, composed of members of each chamber who were appointed by each

chamber’s leaders to work out a compromise bill.
257) Discharge Petition:  A bill stuck in the House or Senate is said to be pigeonholed.  A discharge petition is the parliamentary mechanism to force a bill out of committee for a floor vote.

258) Filibuster: is unlimited debate, is unique to the Senate, and can only be ended by a vote

for cloture by 60 members.
259) Hold: An informal practice by which a Senator informs his or her floor leader that he or she does not wish a particular bill or other measure to reach the floor for consideration. The Majority Leader need not follow the Senator's wishes, but is on notice that the opposing Senator may filibuster any motion to proceed to consider the measure.  Holds are particular to the Senate and are used to delay the legislative process.
260) House Rules Committee: a committee unique to the House, which is appointed by the Speaker of the House, reviews most bills coming from a House committee for a floor vote, and which gives each bill a rule.  The House Rules Committee is responsible for determining how long a bill will be debated and, whether to allow an open or closed rule for amending the bill.  Open rules allow amendments, closed rules prohibit amendments.
261) Incumbents: people who already hold office.

262) Joint committees: special committees composed of members from each chamber.

263) Legislative oversight: the process of monitoring the bureaucracy and its administration of policy.

264) Majority leader: the Speaker’s principal partisan ally who is responsible for soliciting support for the party’s position on legislation.

265) Minority leader: is the minority party’s counterpart to the majority party’s leadership.

266) Pork barrel: list of federal projects, grants, and contracts available to cities, businesses, colleges, and institutions.

267) Quorum: 51% of the House and the Senate must be present to do business.
268) Select committees: appointed for a specific purpose.

269) Seniority system: a system used until the 1970s where majority party members who had served on their committees the longest, regardless of party loyalty, mental state, or competence, were automatically appointed chair of the committee.

270) Speaker of the House: as mandated by the Constitution, is next in line after the vice president to succeed a president who is unable to fulfill his/her term and who presides over the House.  The Speaker is powerful because he or she can direct floor debate and has influence over committee assignments and over the Rules Committee.
271) Standing committees: committees formed in each chamber to handle bills in different policy areas.

272) Unanimous consent agreements: Time agreements particular to the Senate that are used to speed up the legislative process.
273) Whip: The majority or minority leader’s principle tool for securing support for legislation and who lobby partisans for support.
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274) Budget and Impoundment Control Act (1974): Established Congressional budget committees and the Congressional Budget Office, and gave the Congress the power to prevent the president from refusing to fund Congressional initiatives (known as “impoundment”).

275) Cabinet: the group of presidential advisors who head the executive departments.

276) Council of Economic Advisers (CEA): members advise the president on economic policy

and prepare the Annual Report of the CEA.

277) Crisis: a sudden, unpredictable, and potentially dangerous event.

278) Executive Agreement: An agreement made between the executive branch of the U.S. government and a foreign government without ratification by the Senate.

279) Impeachment: the political equivalent of an indictment for removing a discredited president.

280) Legislative veto: a clause which allows Congress to override the action of the executive.

281) National Security Council (NSC): a committee that links the president’s key foreign

and military advisors.

282) Office of Management and Budget (OMB): responsible for preparing the president’s budget and assessing the budgetary implications of legislative proposals.

283) Pardon: grants a release from legal punishment.
284) Pocket veto: this occurs when Congress adjourns within 10 days after submitting a bill and the president takes no action to sign it or veto it.

285) Presidential coattails: where voters cast their ballots for congressional candidates of the president’s party because those candidates support the president.
286) Presidential signing statement: Pronouncements issued by the president when bills are signed into law that might comment on the law generally but also explain the president’s interpretation of the law’s language. Pursuant to that interpretation, presidents may announce that the provisions of the law will be administered according to the president’s views and not necessarily according to legislative intent. In short, they announce what parts of a law the president might choose not to enforce.
287) Reprieve: postpones a legal punishment.

288) Twenty-fifth Amendment: passed in 1967, permits the vice president to become acting president in the event that the president is temporarily disabled.

289) Twenty-second Amendment: passed in 1951, limits presidents to two terms.

290) Veto: sending the legislation back to Congress with reasons for rejecting it.

291) War Powers Resolution: passed in 1973, requires presidents to consult with Congress prior to using military force and mandates the withdrawal of forces after sixty days unless Congress declares war or grants an extension.

292) Watergate: a political scandal involving President Nixon’s abuse of his powers.
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293) Administrative discretion: authority of administrative actors to select among various responses to a given problem, especially when rules do not fit or more than one rule applies.

294) Bureaucracy: implementers of policy.

295) Civil service: promotes hiring on the basis of merit and establishes a nonpartisan government service.

296) Command-and-control policy: regulatory strategy where government sets a requirement and then enforces individual and corporate actions to be consistent with meeting the requirement.

297) Deregulation: the withdrawal of the use of governmental authority to control or change some practice in the private sector.

298) Executive orders: regulations originating in the executive branch.

299) Governmental corporations: provide services that could be handled by the private sector but that generally charge cheaper rates than a private sector producer.

300) GS (General Service) rating: assigned to each job in federal agencies, this rating helps to determine the salary associated with the position.

301) Hatch Act: passed in 1940, prohibits government workers from active participation in partisan politics.

302) Incentive system: regulatory strategy that rewards individuals or corporations for desired types of behavior, usually through the tax code.

303) Independent executive agencies: executive agencies that are not cabinet departments, not regulatory commissions, and not government corporations.

304) Independent regulatory commission: has responsibility for a sector of the economy to protect the public interest.

305) Iron triangles: refers to the strong ties among government agencies, interest groups, and congressional committees and subcommittees.

306) Merit principle: using entrance exams and promotion ratings for hiring workers.

307) Office of Personnel Management (OPM): responsible for hiring for most agencies.

308) Patronage: a hiring and promotion system based on knowing the right people.

309) Pendleton Civil Service Act: passed in 1883, it created the federal Civil Service.

310) Policy implementation: the stage of policymaking between the establishment of a policy and the results of the policy for individuals.

311) Regulation: the use of governmental authority to control or change some practice in the private sector.

312) Senior Executive Service: the very top level of the bureaucracy.

313) Standard operating procedures: detailed rules written to cover as many particular situations as officials can anticipate in order to help bureaucrats implement policies uniformly.

314) Street-level bureaucrats: bureaucrats who are in constant contact with the public.
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315) Amicus curiae briefs: “friend of the court” briefs by non-litigants who wish to influence the Court’s decision by raising additional points of view and information not contained by briefs prepared by litigants’ attorneys.

316) Appellate jurisdiction: given to a court where cases are heard on appeal from a lower court.

317) Class action suits: cases which permit a small number of people to sue on behalf of all other people similarly affected.

318) Courts of appeal: courts which have the power to review all final decisions of district courts, except in instances requiring direct review by the Supreme Court.

319) District courts: the entry point for most federal litigation.

320) Judicial activism: theory that judges should make bolder policy decisions to alleviate pressing needs, especially for those who are weak politically.

321) Judicial implementation: how and whether court decisions are translated into actual policy.

322) Judicial restraint: theory that judges should play minimal role in policymaking and leave policy decisions to the legislature.

323) Judicial review: the power of the courts to hold acts of Congress, and by implication the executive, in violation of the Constitution.

324) Justiciable disputes: cases that can be settled by legal methods.

325) Marbury v. Madison: the 1803 Supreme Court case that originated the notion of judicial review.

326) Opinion: a statement of the legal reasoning behind the decision.

327) Original intent: the theory that judges should determine the intent of the framers and decide in line with their intent.

328) Original jurisdiction: given to a court where a case is first heard.

329) Political questions: conflicts between the president and Congress.

330) Precedent: the way similar cases have been handled in the past is used as a guide to current decisions.

331) Senatorial courtesy: a tradition in which nominations for federal judicial positions are not confirmed when opposed by a senator of the president’s party from the state in which the nominee is to serve or from the state of the nominee’s residence.

332) Solicitor general: a presidential appointee who is in charge of the appellate court litigation of the federal government.

333) Standing to sue: litigants must have serious interest (sustained direct and substantial injury) from a party in a case.

334) Stare decisis: an earlier decision should hold for the case being considered.

335) Statutory construction: a procedure in which the legislature passes legislation that clarifies existing laws so that the clarification has the effect of overturning the court’s decision.

336) Supreme Court: resolves disputes between and among states, maintains the national supremacy of law, ensures uniformity in the interpretation of national laws.

337) United States v. Nixon: 1974 Supreme Court decision that required President Nixon to turn White House tapes over to the Courts.

338) Writ of Certiorari.  A decision by the Supreme Court to hear an appeal from a lower court. The rule of four is a Supreme Court of the United States practice that permits four of the nine justices to grant a writ of certiorari
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339) Budget: a policy document that allocates burdens (taxes) and benefits (expenditures).

340) Deficit: occurs when government spends more money than it receives in taxes in the fiscal year.

341) Entitlements: expenditures for which the total amount spent is not by congressional appropriation, but rather by rules of eligibility established by Congress.

342) Expenditures: money spent by the government in any one year.

343) Federal debt: all of the money borrowed by the government over the years that is still outstanding.

344) Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act: Set budget reduction targets to balance budget.  Failed to eliminate loopholes.
345) Income tax: the portion of money individuals are required to pay to the government from the money they earned.

346) Incrementalism: the best predictor of this year’s budget is last year’s budget plus a little bit more.

347) Medicare: in 1965, this program was added to Social Security to provide hospital and physician coverage to the elderly.

348) Revenues: money received by the government in any given year.

349) Sixteenth Amendment: passed in 1913, permits Congress to levy an income tax.

350) Social Security Act: passed to provide a minimal level of sustenance to older Americans.

351) Tax expenditures: revenue losses due to special exemptions, exclusions, and deductions.

352) Uncontrollable expenditures: result from policies that make some group automatically eligible for benefits.
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353) Earned Income Tax Credit: a “negative income tax” that provides income to very poor individuals in lieu of charging them federal income taxes.

354) Entitlement programs: government benefits that certain qualified individuals are entitled by law to receive, regardless of need.

355) Feminization of poverty: the increasing concentration of poverty among women, especially unmarried women and their children.

356) Immigration: the movement of people to another country with the intention of remaining there.

357) Income distribution: the share of national income earned by various groups in the United States.

358) Income: the amount of money collected between any two points in time.

359) Means-tested programs: government programs available only to individuals below a poverty line.

360) Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act: the official name of the “welfare reform” law of 1996.

361) Poverty line: official statistic indicating what a family would need to spend to maintain an “austere” standard of living.

362) Progressive tax: takes a higher percentage from the rich than from the poor.

363) Proportional tax: takes the same percentage from rich and poor.

364) Regressive tax: takes a higher percentage from the poor than from the rich.

365) Simpson–Mazzoli Act: the Reagan-era law which provided amnesty to many immigrants and toughened border controls.

366) Social Security Act of 1935: created both the Social Security program and a national assistance program for poor children.

367) Social Security Trust Fund: the “bank account” into which Social Security contributions are “deposited” and used to pay out eligible recipients.

368) Social welfare policies: attempt to provide assistance and support to specific groups in society.

369) Temporary Assistance to Needy Families: once called “Aid to Families with Dependent Children,” this is the new name for public assistance to needy families.

370) Transfer payments: benefits from government where money is transferred from the general treasury to those in need.

371) Wealth: the amount already owned.
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372) Arms race: one side’s weaponry motivates the other side to procure more weaponry.

373) Balance of trade: the ratio of what a country pays for imports to what it earns from exports.

374) Central Intelligence Agency (CIA): created after World War II to coordinate American information and data-gathering intelligence activities.

375) Cold war: where the U.S. and the Soviet Union were often on the brink of war.

376) Containment doctrine: called for the U.S. to isolate the Soviet Union to contain its advances by peaceful or coercive means.

377) Détente: a slow transformation from conflict thinking to cooperative thinking in foreign policy strategy designed to ease tensions between the superpowers and guarantee mutual security.

378) European Union (EU): a transnational government composed of most European countries, that coordinates monetary, trade, immigration, and labor policies for their mutual benefit.

379) Foreign policy: involves making choices about relations with the rest of the world.

380) Interdependency: actions reverberate and affect other people’s actions.

381) Isolationism: a policy that directs the U.S. to stay out of other nations’ conflicts.

382) Joint Chiefs of Staff: composed of commanding officers of each of the services, plus a chair, are the president’s military advisors.

383) North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): created in 1949 to combine military forces of the U.S., Canada, Western European nations, and Turkey.

384) Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC): organization comprised of oil producing countries in the Middle East.

385) Secretary of defense: the president’s main civilian defense advisor.

386) Secretary of state: a key advisor to the president on foreign policy.

387) Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI): also known as “Star Wars,” this plan proposed creating a global umbrella in space to destroy invading missiles.

388) Tariff: raises the price of an imported good to protect domestic business.

389) United Nations: an international organization created in 1945 where members agree to renounce war and respect human and economic freedoms.

The Bill of Rights

1st Amendment: Prohibits the establishment of a state religion and guarantees freedom to practice religion;

protects freedom of speech and the press, as well as the right to assemble and petition the government.

2nd Amendment: Protects the right to keep and bear arms, and mentions this right in the context of a “wellregulated militia.”

3rd Amendment: Prohibits the stationing of troops in people’s homes without their consent or as set down

in law during wartime.

4th Amendment: Protects against unreasonable search and seizure; probable cause is required to get a warrant to conduct a search, and the warrant must describe the place to be searched and what is to be seized.

5th Amendment: Provides for indictment by a grand jury for capital or serious crimes; protects against

double jeopardy (a person cannot be tried for the same crime twice) and self-incrimination (a person

cannot be forced to testify against himself or herself); guarantees due process and eminent domain

(compensation must be paid for private property taken for public use).

6th Amendment: Guarantees the right to a speedy trial by an impartial jury in criminal cases, to be

informed about charges, to confront witnesses and present witnesses in defense, and to have representation by an attorney.

7th Amendment: Provides for a trial by jury in most civil cases.

8th Amendment: Prohibits excessive bail and fines as well as the infliction of cruel and unusual punishment.

9th Amendment: The people are not denied any rights not specifically mentioned in the Constitution. This

amendment seems to refer to the rights covered in the first eight amendments, and recognizes that the people may be entitled to other rights. The Supreme Court, for example, based a constitutionally protected right of privacy in part on the Ninth Amendment (see “Civil Liberties,” later in this book).

10th Amendment: Powers not granted to the federal government or denied to the states in the Constitution, belongto the states or to the people. The powers referred to in this amendment are known as reserved powers. The authority that states have to determine their own marriage and divorce laws is an example of a reserved power.

11th Amendment: Sets limits on suits against states by citizens of another state or foreign country (sovereign immunity) 1795

12th Amendment: Ensures that electors cast separate ballots for president and vice president in the Electoral College 1804

13th Amendment: Prohibits slavery in the United States 1865

14th Amendment: Defines a citizen as anyone born or naturalized in the United States; prohibits states from denying any person life, liberty, or property without due process, or denying any person equal protection under the law 1868

15th Amendment: Prohibits denying the right to vote on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude 1870

16th Amendment: Authorizes federal income tax 1913

17th Amendment: Provides for direct election of senators 1913

18th Amendment: Prohibits the manufacture, sale, and distribution of intoxicating liquor; ushers in the era

known as Prohibition 1919

19th Amendment: Grants women the right to vote 1920

20th Amendment: Changes dates when president, vice president, and members of Congress take office and Congress convenes; covers presidential succession in an emergency 1933

21st Amendment: Repeals the Eighteenth Amendment 1933

22nd Amendment: Effectively limits the president to two terms 1951

23rd Amendment: Extends the right to vote in presidential elections to residents of Washington, D.C. 1961

24th Amendment: Prohibits payment of poll tax or other tax in order to vote in a federal election 1964

25th Amendment: States that the vice president becomes the president if the president is removed from office, resigns, or dies; states that the new president nominates a new vice president to fill a vice president vacancy (the vice president is then confirmed by a majority of both houses of Congress); presents the procedures for dealing with presidential disability 1967

26th Amendment: Lowers voting age to 18 in state and federal elections 1971

27th Amendment: Changes law stating that the compensation of members of Congress does not go into effect until after an election to the House 1992

